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CERTIFICATE OF INCOR- 
PORATION. 



State ot IRew Korft, 
Cits ano Counts ot flew forfs, 




We, Leopold H. Heixwitz, George T. 
Green, Roscoe M. Channing, Louis D. 
Cohn, and Charles M. Harris, all of full age 
and citizens of the State of New York, do, by 
these presents, pursuant to and in conformity 
with the Act of the Legislature of the State of 
New York, passed on the nth day of April, 
1865, entitled, "An Act for the Incorporation 
of Societies or Clubs for Certain Social and 
Recreative Purposes," and the several acts of the 
said Legislature amendatory thereof, associate 
ourselves together and form a Club under the 
name and style of 

" The Manhattan Chess Club of the City 

of New York," 
and the following are hereby declared to be 

The corporate name of said Club ; 

The object for which said Club is formed ; 

The number of Directors, and the names of 
those who shall manage the affairs of the Club 
for the first year ; 
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The name of the City and County in which 
the operations of said Club are to be carried on : 

1. The corporate name of said Club is hereby 
declared to be " The Manhattan Chess Club 
of the City of New York." 

2. The objects for which said Club is formed 
are as follows : The advancement and cultiva- 
tion of the game of Chess, the providing of 
suitable facilities and opportunities for play 
thereat, the promotion of social intercourse 
among the members, of friendly intercourse with 
similar organizations, and the co-operation with 
them in all matters pertaining to Chess. 

3. The number of Directors shall be eleven, 
and the names of those who shall manage the 
affairs of the Club for the first year are : 

L. H. Hellwitz, 
L. D. Cohn, 
Louis Cohn, 
F. M. Teed, 
George T. Green, 
William M. De Visser, 
J. D. Peters, 
Roscoe H. Channing, 
Charles M. Saulson, 
Isaac L. Rice, 
Charles M. Harris. 

4. The name of the City and County in which 
the operations of the said Club are to be carried 
on, is the City and County of New York. 



Certificate of Incorporation 



Witness our hands and seals, this 7th day of 
May, 1883. 

L. H. Hellwitz, 
George T. Green, 
Roscoe H. Channing, 
Louis T>. Cohn, 
Charles N. Harris. 



State of new lorn, 
Cite ano Counts of mew Jgorfe, 




On the 9th day of May, in the year 1883, 
before me personally came L. H. Hellwitz, 
George T. Green, Roscoe H. Channing, 
Louis D. Cohn, and Charles N. Harris, to 
me known and known to me to be the individuals 
described in and who executed the foregoing 
instrument, and who severally acknowledged 
that they executed the same. 

R. A. Young, 
Notary Public, King's County. 

Certificate filed in New York. 

I approve of the form of the within certificate, 
and consent to and approve of the creation of the 
corporation above named and the filing of said 
certificate. 

C. Donohue, y. 

Dated, New York, May 12, 1883. 
Filed and recorded, May 14, 1883. 



CONSTITUTION. 



Adopted October 2, 1879. Amended July 6, 1882. 

Revised October 3, 1889. 
Amended October 1, 1891. Amended April 6, 1893. 

A mended July 5, 1894. 



ARTICLE I. 

This organization shall be known as The 
Manhattan Chess Club, and its purposes and 
objects shall be the advancement and cultivation 
of the game of Chess ; the providing of suitable 
facilities and opportunities for play thereat ; the 
promotion of social intercourse among its mem- 
bers, of friendly intercourse with similar organi- 
zations, and the co-operation with them in all 
matters pertaining to Chess. 

ARTICLE II. 

OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES. 

Section i. — The officers of this Club shall 
be a President, a Vice-President, a Recording 
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Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, and a 
Treasurer. 

PRESIDENT. 

Section 2. — It shall be the duty of the Presi- 
dent to preside at all meetings of the Club or 
Directory, and to exercise general supervision 
and control over all the affairs of the Club, and 
he shall be ex-officio a member of all Standing 
Committees. 

VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Section 3. — The Vice-President shall perform 
the duties and exercise the functions of the Presi- 
dent in his absence or whenever, from any cause, 
the President is unable to act. 

RECORDING SECRETARY. 

Section 4. — The Recording Secretary shall 
record the proceedings of the Club and of the 
Directory, and preserve the same in separate 
books of record. He shall keep all accounts 
with members and collect from them all indebt- 
edness to the Club. He shall pay over to the 
Treasurer at any time, when required by said 
Treasurer so to do, all money in his possession 
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belonging to the Club, and take a receipt from 
him therefor. He shall notify members by mail 
of the time and place of holding special meetings 
whenever called, and newly elected members of 
their election. He shall report at each regular 
meeting of the Club and Directory the number 
of members upon the roll, the number of mem- 
bers resigned, deceased, or dropped during the 
previous month or quarter, and the number of 
new members elected during the same period, 
and shall perform such other duties pertaining to 
his office as he may be called upon to do by the 
Directory. He shall be exempt from the pay- 
ment of the annual dues during the time he 
remains in office. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

Section 5. — The Corresponding Secretary 
shall conduct the correspondence of the Club 
in accordance with such instructions as he may 
receive from the Club or Directory. 

TREASURER. 

Section 6. — The Treasurer shall, at least 
once per month, demand from the Recording 
Secretary any moneys belonging to the Club 
which the Recording Secretary may have re- 
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ceived. He shall keep the financial accounts of 
the Club, and shall disburse the funds of the 
Club only in such manner as the Directory may 
from time to time prescribe. He shall present 
to the Club and Directory, at each stated meet- 
ing thereof, a written report of the financial 
condition of the Club, and shall advise the 
Directory of such financial condition whenever 
he shall be requested by it so to do. 

ARTICLE III. 

GOVERNMENT. 

Section i. — The government of the Club 
shall be vested in a Directory, which shall con- 
sist of the five officers herein before named and 
six additional members. 

Section 2. — The officers of the Club shall be 
elected severally by ballot at the Annual Meeting 
of each year. The six members of the Directory 
shall be voted for by ballot collectively at the 
same meeting. In all cases of election, a ma- 
jority vote shall be necessary to a choice. In 
the election of members of the Directory not 
officers, the six candidates receiving the highest 
number of votes, not less than a majority, shall 
be declared elected, and if the required number 
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be not elected, such further ballot shall be had 
as may be necessary to complete the number. 
The persons so elected shall hold office for the 
term of one year, or until their successors are 
elected. 

Section 3. — In case of a vacancy, the Direc- 
tory may fill the same by appointment, and the 
person so appointed shall serve until the next 
stated meeting of the Club, when an election 
shall be had to fill the vacancy ; provided, that 
if a vacancy occur at any stated meeting of the 
Club, the Club may fill the same at once by 
election. 

ARTICLE IV. 
THE DIRECTORY — POWER OF THE DIRECTORY. 

Section i. — The Directory shall have the en- 
tire control and management of all the affairs of 
the Club, subject to the provisions of its Con- 
stitution and By-Laws. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Section 2. — The President shall appoint from 
among its members such Standing Committees 
as the Directory may deem necessary, and also 
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Special Committees from the Club's membership, 
which shall perform such duties and exercise 
such powers as the Directory may from time to 
time assign to them respectively. 

CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

Section 3. — It shall inquire carefully into the 
character of every person proposed for member- 
ship, and shall take action upon each proposition 
as soon as the necessary preliminaries shall have 
been complied with. 

MEETINGS — QUORUM. 

Section 4. — It shall hold regular meetings, as 
prescribed by the By-Laws, and special meetings 
may be held when called in pursuance of its 
rules. Six members shall constitute a quorum 
at any meeting, except in case of vacancies, when 
a majority of the remaining members shall be a 
quorum for the purpose of filling the same as 
herein provided. 

Section 5. — It shall make a report to the 
Club at each stated meeting thereof, through 
the Recording Secretary, of any important 
events or transactions during the previous 
quarter. 



'7 



tlbe Manhattan Gbess Club 



Section 6. — No liability shall be incurred by 
the Directory exceeding in amount the amount 
in the hands of the Treasurer, without the con- 
sent of the Club, previously obtained, except in 
case of a lease for quarters of the Club, when 
the total obligation may exceed such amount. 

Section 7. — No assessment shall be levied 
except by a vote of two thirds of the members 
present at a stated meeting of the Club, and 
then only after a two weeks' notice of such 
intent mailed to each member. 

Section 8.— Any member of the Directory 
(not being one of the five officers of the Club) 
who shall absent himself without excuse from 
three successive regular meetings thereof, shall 
be deemed to have resigned his position thereon, 
and his place shall be declared vacant. 

ARTICLE V. 
MEMBERSHIP. 

Section i. — The name and address of every 
candidate for election, together with the name 
of the member proposing him, shall be posted in 
the Club Rooms at least two weeks, and the 
initiation fee paid to the Recording Secretary 
(or guaranteed by a member in good standing) 
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before any action shall be taken as to the election 
of such candidate by the Directory. 

Section 2. — When these preliminaries have 
been complied with, candidates for membership 
may be balloted for by the Directory at any 
regular meeting thereof. Each candidate shall 
be balloted for separately, and two negative 
ballots shall reject, and in case of the rejection 
of a candidate the amount paid by him shall be 
refunded. No person who has been so rejected 
shall again be a candidate for membership for a 
period of six months from the date of his rejec- 
tion. 

Section 3. — Any gentleman permanently re- 
siding thirty miles from the City of New York, 
and having no place of business therein, may be 
admitted as a Non-Resident member of the 
Club, with all privileges of full membership, ex- 
cept that of holding office, on being elected in 
conformity with the rules for the proposal and 
election of members. The annual dues for Non- 
Resident members shall be one-half the amount 
required from full members. 

Section 4. — Honorary members of the Club 
may be elected at a regular meeting of the Direc- 
tory by a unanimous vote, otherwise on the same 
conditions as full members ; honorary members 
shall be exempt from the payment of initiation 
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fees and dues, and shall have all the privileges 
of full members, except voting and holding 
office. 

Section 5. — Any member, for violation of 
the Rules and By-Laws of the Club, or for con- 
duct prejudicial to its interests or good name, 
may be suspended by a two third vote of the 
Directory, after an opportunity has been given 
the delinquent to be heard, which suspension 
shall remain in force until action be taken 
thereon by the Club. 

Section 6. — At the next stated meeting of the 
Club, after such member shall have been so sus- 
pended, the Directory shall report the fact and 
the reason for its action, and thereupon the 
Club may either expel or reinstate such mem- 
ber by a majority vote. 

Section 7. — Any member in arrears to an 
amount equal to two quarters' dues shall be noti- 
fied by mail of the fact by the Recording Secre- 
tary, and if the same be not paid within thirty 
days thereafter, the name of such delinquent 
may be dropped from the Roll of Membership ; 
but any member in arrears to an amount equal 
to three quarters' dues shall be dropped from the 
Roll after another thirty days' notification by the 
Recording Secretary, which fact shall be re- 
ported by the Secretary to the Directory. A 
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member so dropped, upon payment of the 
arrears within three months thereafter, may be 
reinstated by the Directory at its discretion. 

ARTICLE VI. 

MEETINGS. 

Section i.— The stated meetings of the Club 
shall be held on the first Thursdays following 
the first Tuesdays of January, April, July, and 
October ; but, when said day is a legal holiday, 
the meeting shall be held on the Thursday fol- 
lowing. The January meeting shall be the 
annual meeting of the Club. 

Section 2.— Special meetings of the Club may 
be called by the Directory whenever it shall 
deem it proper, and shall be so called by the 
President when requested so to do by fifteen 
members of the Club in writing. 

Section 3. — Prompt notice of each special 
meeting, specifying the object of such meeting, 
shall be mailed to every member of the Club, 
and a like notice posted in the Club Room at 
the same time, and at least six days before the 
time appointed for the meeting, and no business 
shall be transacted at any special meeting, or any 
matter considered, except such as is specified in 
the notice so posted and mailed. 
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Section 4. —There shall be elected at the last 
quarterly meeting of each year a nominating 
committee of five, none of whom shall be at that 
time an officer of the Club, whose duty it shall 
be to nominate a list of officers for the ensuing 
year, and said list shall be posted on the bulletin 
board at least ten days prior to the annual meet- 
ing. 

Section 5. — Fifteen members shall be a 
quorum for the transaction of business at any 
stated or special meeting of the Club. 

ARTICLE VII. 

This Constitution shall be altered or amended 
in the following manner only, viz. : The pro- 
posed alteration or amendment shall be submitted 
in writing, at a stated meeting of the Club, 
by not less than twelve members of the Club, 
who shall sign the same, which shall be read and 
laid over until the next stated meeting, when it 
shall be brought up for action ; but these restric- 
tions shall not apply to any amendment of the 
proposed amendment when being acted upon by 
the Club. It shall require the affirmative vote 
of two thirds of the members present to adopt 
the same. 



Rules of Directory. 



1. Special meetings of the Directory may be 
called by the President, or by three members ; 
twenty-four hours' notice must be given to each 
Director of such special meeting. 

2. The Finance Committee shall at all times 
have access to the account books of the Treas- 
urer and Recording Secretary, and shall audit 
all bills presented against the Club, and certify 
to the correctness of same before payment is 
made ; it shall audit each monthly report of the 
Treasurer and report thereon at the next en- 
suing Directory meeting. 

3. The House Committee shall have the care 
and custody of the Club rooms and Club 
property, and see that the same are kept in re- 
pair ; it shall preserve order and see to the 
enforcement of the rules and by-laws, and to the 
proper reception and entertainment of visitors. 
It shall not expend money or incur obligations 
in excess of appropriations made by the Direc- 
tory, and shall at each monthly meeting present 
an estimate of the current expenses, etc., for the 
month. 

4. Books, pamphlets, periodicals, and other 
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property of the Club must not be removed from 
the rooms, except with the consent of a majority 
of the members of the Directory. 

5. Members may introduce their friends to the 
Club rooms ; the name and address of each must 
be entered on the visitors' register ; a resident of 
this city or vicinity so introduced may enjoy the 
privileges of the club for three days within thirty 
days thereafter, and shall not again be intro- 
duced until after the expiration of six months. 
Chess players from other parts of the country 
and from abroad, visiting New York, are in- 
vited to avail themselves of the Club privileges 
during their stay. 

6. The Directors may grant temporary mem- 
bership to such visitors on payment of monthly 
dues of $2. 

7. The order of business at regular meetings 
shall be : 

1. Reading of Minutes. 

2. Report of Recording Secretary. 

3. Report of Treasurer. 

4. Report of Finance Committee. 

5. Report of House Committee. 

6. Reports of Special Committees. 

7. Communications. 

8. Miscellaneous Business. 

9. Elections. 
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1. Regular meetings of the Directory shall be 
held on the first Tuesday of every month, except 
that the first regular meeting shall be held on 
the next Tuesday after the election of the Direc- 
tory. 

2. The initiation fee shall be $10, and the 
annual dues $16, payable quarterly in advance. 

3. There shall be an annual Club Tourna- 
ment held under such rules as the Directory may 
prescribe, and in addition thereto the Directory 
may institute special tournaments and problem 
tourneys from time to time, and it may set apart 
from funds in the treasury such amount as it 
may think proper for such purpose. 

4. All resolutions offered at meetings of the 
Club shall be submitted in writing. 

5. On the call of three members a division 
shall be had on any question. Division shall be 
had by rising vote, and, if so requested by three 
members, it shall be by ayes and noes. 
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6. The order of business at stated meetings 
of the Club shall be : 

1. Reading of the minutes of the last stated 

meeting and of any intervening special 
meetings of the Club. 

2. Reports of Special Committees. 

3. Report of the Recording Secretary. 

4. Report of the Treasurer. 

5. Communications. 

6. Miscellaneous Business. 

a. Unfinished Business. 

b. New Business. 

7. Election of Officers. 

7. Members shall have the privilege of intro- 
ducing their friends into the Club room under 
general restrictions to be made by the Directory. 

8. Members shall refrain from loud talking, 
singing, and whistling in the Club room when 
play of Chess is in progress, and no one shall 
interfere with or in any way interrupt gentlemen 
engaged in play. Members shall be responsible 
for the observance of this rule by those intro- 
duced by them. 

9. No other game than Chess shall be 
allowed in the Club rooms. 

10. None of these By-Laws shall be suspended, 
except that relating to the Order of Business at 

26 



3BB=%aws 



stated meetings, and that suspension shall be by 
unanimous consent, and for one meeting only. 

11. Alterations or amendments to the By-Laws 
may be made at any stated meeting by a two 
thirds vote, provided that notice of such pro- 
posed alteration or amendment, signed by five 
members of the Club, shall be conspicuously 
posted in the Club room at least one month be- 
fore the time at which it is to be voted upon. 

12. No member shall speak more than twice 
on the same question if objection be made. 

13. All questions of parliamentary rule shall 
be decided according to Cushing's Manual, 
unless they conflict with provisions herein. 

14. The laws of the game governing the play 
of the Club shall be the Chess Code adopted by 
the Chess Association of the United States of 
America in 1880, subject to such amendments as 
may be adopted by this Club. 
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